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Instrumentation
String orchestra (min. 4.4.3.2.2)

Duration

ca. 8’

Performance Notes

1.

At times, various players are instructed to bow on the bridge. This is notated with boxed
noteheads like this:

fil

The bow should be placed just barely on the “correct” side of the bridge — ideally touching the
bridge. While drawing the bow, the player should take care not to cross the bow over to the other
side of the bridge, producing a squeaky sound. In addition, it may be helpful to lightly muftle
the strings with the left hand. If executed correctly, this bowing technique should produce a
whispery sound like wind blowing.

The principal cellist is asked to knock on the body of their instrument with their right hand. This
is notated as follows:

+

The strings should be muffled with the left hand so that they do not resonate. This should
produce a low-pitched, dull wooden thump.

Tenuto markings indicate a note that should be mildly stressed.

Text in square brackets [like this] is programmatic in nature, intended to help the players
understand what the music represents to help them bring the story to life.

Program Notes

This piece is one of the more cinematic works I have written. It depicts a mariner telling the story of
when he was nearly lost at sea. The story goes that he went out sailing on his trusty old sailboat,
humming a tune to himself. It soon started raining; but as that happened often enough, he didn’t think
much of it and continued out to sea. However, before long, the intermittent raindrops became a fierce
storm that carried his boat further and further from land. Eventually the waves rose so much that his
boat capsized. The mariner clung to it but feared he might drown in the torrential storm. Fortunately, a
Coast Guard ship spotted him, hauled him aboard, and saved his life — but his boat was lost to the
ravages of the sea.

© 2024 Eric Galluzzo. All rights reserved.
ericgalluzzo.com
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