Eric Galluzzo

Save Me, O God

for chotr

July 2024



Instrumentation

Choir (SSAATTBB) with choral soloists (soprano, tenor, bass)
Piano reduction provided for rehearsal only

Duration

ca. 5’

Program Notes

This work is based on Psalm 54, in which the psalmist cries out for deliverance from his
enemies. The setting centers around the three anguished cries in the psalm: “save me, O God”;
“hear my prayer”; and “destroy thou them”. These share the same motivie material, but with
increasing desperation (and increasingly agitated musical treatment) each time. In between the
second and third cries, there is a turbulent interlude depicting the gathering enemies. Finally, as
the psalmist reflects upon the fact that he has always been able to rely on God’s care, the music
draws to a peaceful close.

Performance Notes

The piano reduction is admittedly rather difficult, and not particularly pianistic — for example,
there are passages that employ a 3:4 polyrhythm in the same register. However, I judged that
completeness was more important than playability since this piece is sung a capella. Feel free to
roll chords or leave notes out as necessary. In the piano part, dynamics inside the staves apply to
both staves; dynamics outside the staves apply only to the nearest staff.

Text

I Save me, O God, for thy Name's sake, and avenge me in thy strength.

2 Hear my prayer, O God, and hearken unto the words of my mouth.

3 For strangers are risen up against me; and tyrants, which have not God before their eyes, seek
after my soul.

4 Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is with them that uphold my soul.

3 He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: destroy thou them in thy truth.

% An offering of a free heart will I give thee, and praise thy Name, O LORD; because it is so
comfortable.

7 For he hath delivered me out of all my trouble; and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine
enemies.

[Amen.]
Psalm 54 (1928 Book of Common Prayer)

© 2024 Eric Galluzzo. All rights reserved.
ericgalluzzo.com



Save Me, O God

Text from Psalm 54 (BCP 1928)
Anguished J=50

Music by Eric Galluzzo
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